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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Asia’s Leading Event on Design, Brand and Innovation 
Business of Design Week 2004 : Lifestyle Asia 

Officiated by Chief Secretary Donald Tsang
Hong Kong, 18 November 2004: International trendsetters from the worlds of design, architecture and business arrive in Hong Kong today for the start of Asia’s leading and most prestigious design forum, Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia (BODW).   Donald Tsang GBM, JP, Chief Secretary, The Government of the HKSAR, will officiate at today’s Opening Ceremony held at Hall 5A, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre.
Celebrating the role innovative design plays in business success, design icons such as architects Tadao Ando and Frank Gehry, designer Philippe Starck and business leaders Larry Keeley (Doblin Inc) and Ron Sim (OSIM) join a diverse range of speakers sharing their design, brand strategy, innovation and technology secrets, giving an insight into how they have become leaders in their fields.  
Adding weight to the conference proceedings will be speakers from world-renowned brands such as Eslite Bookstore (Taiwan), IKEA (Sweden), Motorola (U.S.), Philips Design (the Netherlands), Propaganda (Thailand), Roppongi Hills (Japan), Samsung (South Korea), Sony Ericsson (Sweden) and TOTO (Japan) all converging upon Hong Kong, exploring the secrets of the world's leading brands and illustrate their relationship with design and business, and how they reflect their host culture and city.

“Now in its third successful year, Business of Design Week has become Asia’s leading international conference on design, branding and innovation.  This year’s activities continue the trend with a high-powered schedule of prestigious international design and business experts, and a comprehensive design exhibition covering some of the top works that have impacted the Asian design scene,” said Victor Lo, Chairman, Board of Governors, Hong Kong Design Centre. 

Freeman Lau, Chairman, Board of Directors of Hong Kong Design Centre said, “This year’s International Conference and Forum of BODW has met with very encouraging response from both business delegates and the design trade.  I am pleased to report that the International Conference and Forum has sold out weeks before the opening.  This shows that today’s businesses strive to leverage design excellence to achieve business success.”
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BODW Event Overview

Comprising an International Conference and Forum, a Design Exhibition and an outreach exhibition “Detour – Wanchai”, participants will learn how groundbreaking design can add value to their own businesses, while at the same time increasing their competitiveness and promoting their company’s growth. 

International Conference

A unique platform for top designers and global corporate leaders from a diverse range of industries to share their insights on design, branding and innovation strategy, and to demonstrate why and how a good design can make the difference in business.
Date :

18 – 21 November 2004

Venue :

Hall 5A, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre

Registration : 
Full House 

Design Exhibition

The Design Exhibition showcases outstanding Asian design and innovation, featuring a selection of pioneering brands and lifestyle products created by the world’s leading design services. Among the highlights of the BODW Design Exhibition are highly anticipated National Design Council Pavilions from Sweden, Germany and Thailand, highlighting the most creative and commercially successful design from each of these countries. Four professional design associations in Hong Kong - The Chartered Society of Designers (Hong Kong), the Hong Kong Designers Association, the Hong Kong Interior Design Association and the Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association - will also profile their designs in the exhibition. Other exhibitors also include innovative brands, interior, architecture and accessories designers and agencies from Denmark, Japan, Thailand, and Hong Kong.  


Date :

16 – 21 November 2004

Venue :

Hall 5B, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre


Opening Hours :10:00am to 7:00pm  (16 – 20 November)

10:00am to 5:00pm  (21 November)

Admission :
Free admission
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Detour – Wan Chai
Hong Kong’s vibrant Wanchai District is the setting for the Design Experience Tour (Detour), a thirty-minute walking route designed to convey the community ambience, energy and creative talent bubbling just under the surface of corporate Hong Kong.  Participants wandering through this historic area can take part in the Detour experience  by seeing, touching and buying limited edition products from Hong Kong’s cutting edge designers in carefully selected specialty stores and by appreciating the district’s architecture, new and old. 


Date :

12 November – 12 December 2004


Place : 

Selected novelty shops in Wanchai District


* Please refer to the map of “DETOUR – Wanchai” for details 
Hong Kong Design Centre 2004 Awards
Recognised as some of the most prestigious design honours within the region and across the world, the Design for Asia Award 2004 (DFA); the Distinguished Design from China special merit prize; the Design Leadership Award (DLA); and the World’s Outstanding Chinese Designer award (WOCD) are presented concurrently as part of this year’s Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia (BODW) to a total 20 winners.
The prize giving ceremony will be held on 18 November 2004 at the Grand Foyer, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre.  Prizes will be awarded by the Honourable Henry Tang, GBS, JP, Financial Secretary, The Government of the HKSAR.

About Hong Kong Design Centre

Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC) is a non-profit organization founded by the Hong Kong Federation of Design Associations Limited*, with support from the Hong Kong SAR Government and the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.  Aiming to help business excel through design, HKDC shoulders the mission to equip Hong Kong with a rich source of innovative products and services, and design talents across all disciplines, and to establish Hong Kong as the design hub of Asia. (www.hkdesigncentre.org) 

* Founding members include: The Chartered Society of Designers, Hong Kong (CSDHK), Hong Kong Designers Association (HKDA), Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association (HKFDA), and Interior Design Association Hong Kong (HKIDA) 

— End —
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Released on behalf of Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia (Hong Kong Design Centre) by Octagon Greater China Limited. For media enquiries, please contact:

Brenda Wong / Catherine Yue

Octagon Greater China Limited 

Tel:  852-2534-5052 / 852-2534-5042

Fax:  852-2598-0280

Email:  brenda.wong@octagon.com / catherine.yue@octagon.com 

Press release can be downloaded from http://www.bodw.com.hk/media.php
Business of Design Week 2004 : Lifestyle Asia 
Organizer :
Hong Kong Design Centre
Co-organizer : 
Hong Kong Trade Development Council 
Major Sponsor : 
Innovation and Technology Commission 
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