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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Hong Kong Design Centre Recognises 

Outstanding Asian Design Talents at BODW 2004

Total 20 awards presented for Design for Asia Award, Design Leadership Award and World’s Outstanding Chinese Designer

Hong Kong, 16 November 2004: The Hong Kong Design Centre today announced the winners of its design awards for 2004.  Recognised as some of the most prestigious design honours within the region and across the world, they include: the Design for Asia Award 2004 (DFA); the Distinguished Design from China special merit prize; the Design Leadership Award (DLA); and the World’s Outstanding Chinese Designer (WOCD) award.

“The awards collectively acknowledge those brands and companies around the world responsible for outstanding design, which has been most influential in Asia.  They also recognise the achievement of those business leaders who have combined strong corporate leadership and design excellence to achieve success; and identify inspirational role models for young Chinese designers around the world,” said Victor Lo, Chairman, International Judging Panel, and Board of Governors, Hong Kong Design Centre.  “The awards play a key role in supporting the overall objectives of the Hong Kong Design Centre, which aims to provide Hong Kong with a rich source of innovative products, services, and design talent across all disciplines, establishing the city as the design hub in Asia.”

Presented concurrently as part of this year’s Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia (BODW), the awards recognise the most commercially effective designs in Asia; promoting design excellence and awareness amongst business and the public that good design is key to the quality of life and business success.

Innovation and Design Excellence net 12 companies the DFA

Organisers of BODW 2004, the Hong Kong Design Centre, presented 12 winning companies with the DFA Award.  The innovative designs, which range from new high-tech LCD monitors to elegant furniture constructed from water hyacinth, were awarded to BreadTalk Group Ltd. (BreadTalk total brand solution); dwpCL3 Architects Ltd. (Lantern Wonderland); Dyson (DC12 Vacuum Cleaner); Eslite Corporation (Eslite Bookstore – Kaohsiung FET Store); Hanmi Whole Soymilk Company Ltd. (Kong-Doo branding and packaging); KDDI Corporation (INFOBAR mobile phone); Sony Corporation (CLIÉ PEG-UX50); Toyota Motor Corporation (Prius); Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd. (SyncMaster
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173P LCD Monitor and the SV50L7 series DLP Projection TV); Yamaha Motor Co. Ltd. (Passol electric scooter), and Yothaka International Co. Ltd. (Dalai Lipao furniture). 

 “This important award is presented to those companies from around the world whose designs have proven uniquely influential in Asia,” said Freeman Lau, Chairman, Board of Directors, Hong Kong Design Centre. “Through their innovative and pragmatic designs, these businesses are winning commercial success.  This year’s winners range from innovative IT products to personal accessories and interior design and much more; disparate as they are, they all share the common characteristics of unfettered creativity, quality of the highest order and a unique impact for the Asian market.”
Six companies with exceptional designs originating from the Greater China region were presented with a special merit prize, Distinguished Design from China.  Products ranging from Hong Kong-branded tote bags to experimental housing where the functional elements of daily life are hidden under the floor, were awarded to the BenQ Corporation (Joybee 102 AudioPlayer); Daka Designs Ltd. (Dual Power Shake Light); Fairwood Holdings Ltd. (Fairwood rebranding); G.O.D. Ltd. (Hong Kong Street Print Tote Bag); Hunan Baishayuan Cultural Development Co. Ltd. (Baishayuan Tea House); and SOHO China Ltd. (Suitcase House).  

Samsung’s Chairman and CEO Lee Kun-hee wins the DLA

The Design Leadership Award was presented to  Lee Kun-hee, Chairman and CEO of  Samsung. Under his leadership, Samsung has successfully leveraged design excellence and advanced technology to achieve great business success.  Lee has long played a leading role in applying design within Samsung, and has consistently demonstrated outstanding business performance. He has made a significant contribution to support the development of design in Samsung, as well as within the design industry.  His contribution to the development of design in Korea, as well as the international community, is remarkable. 

“Over the years, Lee has transformed Samsung to play a leading role in applying ground breaking PDP design, innovative concepts and advanced technologies to consumer products. This commitment to pushing the envelope of what is possible has helped ensure their commercial success.  The rapid and remarkable growth of Samsung in the past decade is the truest confirmation of Lee as the deserving winner of the first ever Design Leadership Award,” added Lau.
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World-renowned Designer Kan Tai-keung named the WOCD

The World’s Outstanding Chinese Designer (WOCD) award was presented to renowned designer Kan Tai-keung, BBS, whose design work was considered by the judges, to stand head and shoulders above the crowd. The form and technique of Kan’s work is built on a deep respect for the Chinese heritage, but adapted for the modern context, making it relevant and emotionally powerful for all.

An overview of the promotional and educational design projects conducted by Kan in Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, Singapore and especially in the Mainland, has shown his dedication to raising the bar for Chinese designers, and bringing Chinese design into the international arena.  His work is set to have a powerful influence on future generations of designers; training as an apprentice and tailor before studying design, his achievements will be an inspiration to many young people.

“Receiving the prestigious World’s Outstanding Chinese Designer award at this time in my career is something very special for me,” commented Kan.  “I feel, however, that the Award belongs not only to me but to Hong Kong and China’s design industry as a whole. 

The prize giving ceremony will be held on 18 November 2004 at the Grand Foyer, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre.  Prizes will be awarded by the Honourable Henry Tang, GBS, JP, Financial Secretary, The Government of the HKSAR.

About Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia
Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia is gathering the top designers and brand and innovation experts of our age in Hong Kong from 16 to 21 November at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC).  Organised by the Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC), Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia comprises an International Conference and Forum led by leading industry experts, a Design Exhibition showcasing regional design and innovative excellence and an outreach exhibition entitled “Detour – Wan Chai” to be held in various venues in Wan Chai district.   
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About Hong Kong Design Centre

Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC) is a non-profit organisation founded by the Hong Kong Federation of Design Associations Limited*, with support from the Hong Kong SAR Government and the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.  Aiming to help business excel through design, HKDC shoulders the mission to equip Hong Kong with a rich source of innovative products and services, and design talents across all disciplines, and to establish Hong Kong as the design hub of Asia. (www.hkdesigncentre.org) 

* Founding members include : The Chartered Society of Designers, Hong Kong (CSDHK), Hong Kong Designers Association (HKDA), Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association (HKFDA), and Interior Design Association Hong Kong (HKIDA) 

— End —

Released on behalf of Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia (Hong Kong Design Centre) by Octagon Greater China Limited. For media enquiries, please contact:

Brenda Wong / Catherine Yue

Octagon Greater China Limited 

Tel:  852-2534-5052 / 852-2534-5042

Fax:  852-2598-0280

Email:  brenda.wong@octagon.com / catherine.yue@octagon.com 

Press release can be downloaded from http://www.bodw.com.hk/media.php
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