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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia Draws Frank Gehry

Design Exhibition Gathers International Design Excellence Under One Roof 

Hong Kong, 15 October 2004:  The Hong Kong Design Centre today announced that world-famous architect Frank Gehry will appear at its flagship event, Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia (BODW).  Gehry, who has earned all of the most significant awards in the architecture field, will join an array of world-class design and business leaders at BODW 2004 and deliver a keynote address on how the creative process of design enlightens and enriches the human experience in the urban environment and on the importance of design in emphasizing the significance of culture. 
“We are glad that Frank Gehry will join Tadao Ando, Philippe Starck, Larry Keeley and Ron Sim as our keynote speakers, adding weight to the already strong array of renowned local and international design and business professionals for the International Conference and Forum. With the promising response from speakers, I am confident that the International Conference and Forum will attract both industry professionals and the public to participate and hence foster a better understanding of the close relationship between good design and successful business,” said Mr. Freeman Lau, Chairman of the Hong Kong Design Centre’s Board of Directors.
Highly Anticipated Speakers and International Renowned Brands

Alongside the keynote speakers, Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia will feature other prominent figures from innovative brands such as Eslite Bookstore (Taiwan), IKEA (Sweden), Motorola (U.S.), Philips Design (the Netherlands), Propaganda (Thailand), Roppongi Hills (Japan), Samsung (South Korea), Sony Ericsson (Sweden) and TOTO (Japan) all converging upon Hong Kong, exploring the secrets of the world's leading brands and illustrate their relationship with design and business, and how they reflect their host culture and city. 

Apart from the 4-day conference themed Lifestyle Asia, Business of Design Week 2004’s accompanying Design Exhibition has gathered one of the region’s largest collections of premier international and local design excellence under one roof.  
Design Exhibition Gathers International Design Excellence
Among the highlights of the BODW Design Exhibition are highly anticipated National Design Council Pavilions from Germany, France, Thailand, Singapore and Sweden, highlighting the most creative and commercially successful design from each of these countries.  Sweden’s National Design Council Pavilion will run concurrently with Swedish Design Day in Hong Kong on 17 November.  

In the Hong Kong Design Services Expo organized by Hong Kong Trade Development Council, over 20 top professional designers and agencies from Hong Kong will showcase home-grown design excellence across all disciplines in the SAR.  
Apart from displaying local and foreign design, the Design Exhibition also puts special emphasis on the development of China’s design industry.  Professor Wen Dingbang from the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts was invited to join the exhibition where the outstanding works of Professor Wen and his students will be showcased. The pavilion, themed “The Road of China’s Modern Design” will help participants understand the current and future trends of modern Chinese design by examining the close relationship between China’s culture and tradition and its unique contemporary market environment and the corresponding effects of these factors on the development of China’s design industry.

Four professional design associations in Hong Kong - The Chartered Society of Designers (Hong Kong), the Hong Kong Designers Association, the Hong Kong Interior Design Association and the Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association - will also profile their designs in the exhibition, including the “Design aGain” and the “Fashion Facet” themed zones by the Hong Kong Designers Association and the Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association, respectively.  In addition, the Chartered Society of Designers (Hong Kong) and the Hong Kong Interior Design Association will also have a number of member shows onsite. 

Other exhibitors include innovative brands, interior, architecture and accessories designers and agencies from Denmark, Japan, Thailand, and Hong Kong.  To promote the growing importance of design and nurture local talents, education institutes are invited to join the exhibition, showcasing their representative design works on product design, interior design, fashion design, graphic design and digital media application. 
Design for Asia Award in the Spotlight
A special design showcase will also be staged to highlight the winning designs from the Business of Design Week’s Design for Asia (DFA) Award which recognises the most commercially effective designs in Asia from the past year.  The DFA Award is presented to brands or companies around the world that have created business success from good design that has proven uniquely influential in Asia.  This year, more than ten winning pieces of the DFA Award and the concurrent special merit prize for Distinguished Design from China will be presented. 
The first three days of the Exhibition, 16 to 18 November, are reserved for trade guests while the remaining three days (18 to 21 November) are open to the general public.  Admission is free.
About Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia
Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia is gathering the top designers and brand and innovation experts of our age in Hong Kong from 16 to 21 November at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC).  Organized by the Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC), Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia comprises an International Conference and Forum led by leading industry experts, a Design Exhibition showcasing regional design and innovative excellence and an outreach exhibition entitled “Detour – Wan Chai” to be held in various venues in Wan Chai district.   

Well-known companies including Gold Peak, OSIM, Philips Design, Samsung Electronics and Swire Properties are the sponsors of Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia.
(www.bodw.com.hk)
About Hong Kong Design Centre

Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC) is a non-profit organization founded by the Hong Kong Federation of Design Associations Limited*, with support from the Hong Kong SAR Government and the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.  Aiming to help business excel through design, HKDC shoulders the mission to equip Hong Kong with a rich source of innovative products and services, and design talents across all disciplines, and to establish Hong Kong as the design hub of Asia. (www.hkdesigncentre.org) 

* Founding members include : The Chartered Society of Designers, Hong Kong (CSDHK), Hong Kong Designers Association (HKDA), Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association (HKFDA), and Interior Design Association Hong Kong (HKIDA) 

— End —

Released on behalf of Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia (Hong Kong Design Centre) by Octagon Greater China Limited. 
For media enquiries, please contact:

Brenda Wong / Catherine Yue
Octagon Greater China Limited 

Tel:  852-2534-5052 / 852-2534-5042
Fax:  852-2598-0280

Email:  brenda.wong@octagon.com / catherine.yue@octagon.com 
Press release can be downloaded from http://www.bodw.com.hk/media.php
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