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Opening Keynotes at International Conference and Forum

Biography

Tadao Ando
Founder, Tadao Ando Architect & Associates 

Tadao Ando was born in Osaka, Japan in 1941. His work has been frequently honoured and he won the Pritzker Architecture Prize in 1995 and the American Institute of Architects Gold Medal in 2002.  Unlike most contemporary architects, Ando did not receive any formal architectural schooling; instead, he was self-taught by reading and traveling extensively through Africa, Europe, and the United States. In 1969 he established Tadao Ando Architect & Associates. 

Ando rejects the rampant consumerism visible within much of today's architecture. He responds both sensitively and critically to the chaotic Japanese urban environment, but maintains a connection to the landscape. Although Ando rejects cultural fads, he uses materials and forms to incorporate the materialism of modern society into his architecture. Accordingly, his concrete and glass buildings reflect the modern progress underway in both Japan and the world. 

In opposition to traditional Japanese architecture, Ando creates spaces of enclosure rather than openness. He uses walls to establish a human zone and to counter the monotony of commercial architecture. 

Ando developed a radically new architecture characterized by the use of unfinished reinforced concrete structures. Using a geometric simplicity which reveals a subtlety and richness in spatial articulation, Ando has created an architecture that shares the serenity and clarity that typify traditional Japanese architectural styles.   
― End ―
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Founder, Tadao Ando Architect & Associates 

Awards

1979
Annual Prize, Architectural Institute of Japan 

"Row House, Sumiyoshi"

1985
The 5th Alvar Aalto Medal, The Finnish Association of Architects 

1989
Gold Medal of Architecture, French Academy of Architecture 

1991
Arnold W. Brunner Memorial Prize, American Academy of Arts and Letters 

1992
Carlsberg Architectural Prize, Denmark 

1993
Japan Art Academy Prize 

1995
The Pritzker Architecture Prize

Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres France



The UNESCO Miró Medal

1996
The 8th Premium Imperiale 

First "FRATE SOLE" Award 

1997
Royal Gold Medal, Royal Institute of British Architects 

Officier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres France 

1998
The 6th(every 2 years) Public Building Awards

"Chikatsu-Asuka Historical Museum, Osaka

2002 Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects

Honorary Degree, Universita’ Degli Studi di Roma (University of Rome)

Honorary Degree, Tongji University (Shanghai)

The Kyoto Prizes

2003
Person of Cultural Merit

Academic Activities
1987
Yale University, Visiting Professor

1988
Columbia University, Visiting Professor

1990
Harvard University, Visiting Professor 

1997-
Tokyo University, Professor 

2003-
Tokyo University, Emeritus Professor

Conference

1982
International Architectural Conference, Charlottesville Conference "P3", USA
1986
International Architectural Conference, Chicago Conference "P4", USA

1992
Anywhere Conference, Yufuin, Oita

1996
Japan-France Cultural Summit ' 96, Tokyo

1997
Japan-France Cultural Summit ' 97, Paris

1999
Les Architectes Japonais et le Musèe, Louvre, Paris

The Scientific Committee of The 20th UIA Beijing '99 Congress

UT Forum 2000 in Boston

2003
World Economic Forum 2003 in Davos, Switzerland

Selected Exhibitions 

1978 “A New Wave of Japanese Architecture,” USA (Traveling Exhibition)

1979 Magyer Epitömuvészek Szövetségének, Budapest, Hungary

1991
The Museum of Modern Art, New York, USA

1993
Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France

The Royal Institute of British Architects, London, U.K.

1995
The Basilica Palladiana, Vicenza, Italy

1996
6th Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy

1998
National Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea, Seoul, Korea 

Royal Academy of Arts, London, U.K.   

1999
Galerie Aedes East, Berlin, Germany
1999-00
“The Pritzker Architecture Prize 1979-1999,” Chicago (’99) Pittsburgh, USA/Toronto, Canada



“At the End of the century –100 Years of Architecture,” 

MoCA (The Modern of Contemporary Art), Los Angeles, USA 

2000-04
Museums for a New Millennium (Traveling Exhibition)

2000 Saint Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, USA

2001 8th Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy

2002-03
Clark Art Institute, Williamstown, USA

Competitions

1990-91
The Art Museum in Stockholm, Sweden 

1990-91 
The Reconstruction of JR (Japan Railway) Kyoto Station, Japan

1992 
Nara City Hall, Japan

1994-95
Tate Gallery of Modern Art, London, U.K.

1995
The National Museum of Korea

1996
The Church of the Year 2000, VICARIATO DI ROMA, Italy

1997
Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, USA (Winning Idea)

Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Modern Art, Hyogo, Japan (Winning Idea)

1998
The New de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, USA

1999
Manchester City Centre Piccadilly Gardens Regeneration, U.K. (Winning Idea)

Nelson Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, USA

Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Spain

Musèe du Quai Branly, France
2000 A New Font for St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, U.K.

Museum aan de Stroom, Stad Antwerpen, Belgium

Saint John's Abbey, Guesthouse, Minnesota, USA (Winning Idea)

Calder Museum, Philadelphia, USA (Winning Idea)

2001 Projet de Fondation d’Art Contemporain François Pinault Île Seguin (Winning 
Idea)

2002 North Jutland House of Music, Denmark
Representative Works

1976
Row House, Sumiyoshi, Osaka

1981
Koshino House, Ashiya, Hyogo

1983
Rokko Housing I, Kobe, Hyogo

1984
Time's I, Kyoto

1989
Church of the Light, Ibaraki, Osaka 

1991
Museum of Literature, Himeji, Hyogo

Water Temple, Higashiura, Hyogo

1992
Japan Pavilion Expo '92, Sevilla, Spain

Naoshima Contemporary Art Museum & Annex(1995), Naoshima, Kagawa

Gallery for Japanese Screen, the Art institute of Chicago, USA

1993
Rokko Housing II, Kobe, Hyogo
1994
Chikatsu-Asuka Historical Museum, Kanan, Osaka

Suntory Museum, Osaka

1995
Meditation Space, UNESCO, Paris

1997
House in Chicago, USA

1998
TOTO Seminar House, Tsuna, Hyogo

Daylight Museum (Hiroki Oda Museum), Hino, Shiga

1999
Rokko Housing III, Kobe, Hyogo

2000
Awaji-Yumebutai (Awaji Island Project), Higashiura, Hyogo

Komyo-ji Temple, Saijo, Ehime

        FABRICA (Benetton Communications Research Center), Treviso, Italy

2001 Pulitzer Foundation for the Arts, St. Louis, USA

ARMANI / TEATRO, Milan, Italy

Sayamaike Historical Museum, Osaka-Sayama, Osaka

Shiba Ryotaro Memorial Museum, Higashi-Osaka, Osaka
2002 Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art, Kobe, Hyogo

The International Library of Children’s Literature, Taito, Tokyo

Nishida Memorial Museum of Philosophy, Unoke, Ishikawa

Piccadilly Gardens Regeneration, Manchester, U.K.

Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Fort Worth, USA

2003
Noma Kindergarten, Ito, Shizuoka



4 x 4 House, Kobe, Hyogo

2004
Chichu Art Museum/Naoshima, Kagawa

― End ―
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