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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Hong Kong Design Centre Presents Flagship Event 

Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia 

Design, Brand and Innovation Experts Gather in Hong Kong 
Hong Kong, 3 August 2004:  Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia is gathering top designers as well as brand and innovation experts of our age in Hong Kong from 16 to 21 November at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC).  Organized by the Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC), Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia comprises an International Conference and Forum led by leading industry experts, a Design Exhibition showcasing regional design and innovative excellence and an outreach exhibition entitled “DETour” to be held in various venues in Wanchai district.   

Mr. Freeman Lau, Chairman, Board of Directors, Hong Kong Design Centre officiated at the event’s announcement press conference today along with Mr. Tony C.T. Lam, Assistant Commissioner for Innovation and Technology and Ms Kitty Tam, Manager of Service Promotion from the co-organizer, the Hong Kong Trade Development Centre (HKTDC).  

With support from the Innovation and Technology Commission, the mission of Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia is to demonstrate to business why and how good design makes a difference, and position Hong Kong as a design hub in the region.

Mr. Lau commented on the upcoming event saying, “The Hong Kong Design Centre is proud to be organizing Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia.  Since its inception in 2002 and now in its third year, Business of Design Week has become renowned as one of Asia’s most important design and business forums and with world-famous design authorities like Tadao Ando and Philippe Starck participating this year, Hong Kong’s reputation as a hub for design excellence in Asia will again be confirmed.” 

The International Conference and Forum will be held from 18 to 21 November in Hall 5A of HKCEC and features a renowned international panel of arbiters of design including architect Tadao Ando, Philippe Starck, Larry Keeley and Ron Sim, and speakers from world’s leading brands and corporations. They will share their insights on brand strategy, innovation and technology, culture and city, illustrating to the business community on how good design makes a difference in business growth.  

The Design Exhibition is a showcase of the best of Asian design and innovation and will be held in Hall 5B of the HKCEC from 16 to 21 November 2004.  The six-day exhibition features an array of innovative brands and lifestyle products created by the world’s top design services.  The Design Exhibition is centred around various themed zones including Design For Living, Innovation and Technology and City and Culture, exemplifying the importance of design and how it permeates every aspect of our lives.  Admission is free.

This year’s Design Exhibition will open concurrently with HKTDC’s World SME Expo, bringing closer together the design industry and the SMEs, opening up even more business opportunities. 

Design councils from across Asia Pacific and Hong Kong’s professional design organizations including the The Chartered Society of Designers, Hong Kong (CSDHK), Hong Kong Designers Association (HKDA), Interior Design Association Hong Kong (HKIDA), and Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association (HKFDA) will also be displaying their masterpieces and sharing their design ideologies.   

A special outreach exhibition, DETour, will extend the impact and excitement of Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia to the entire community.  DETour, a.k.a. Design Experience Tour and encapsulated in a fully illustrated route map, brings forth local design energy, part and parcel of the flavour and culture of Hong Kong.  More information on DETour, which will be held throughout mid November and mid December at street level venues in Wanchai district, will be announced later.  A concurrent event, the Design for Asia Award 2004 and World’s Outstanding Chinese Designer 2004 Award Presentation Gala will also be held in November on 18th, making Hong Kong the centre of the design world this November.   

To register for the Conference and International Forum, to exhibit at the Design Exhibition or sponsor this unique showcase of innovative excellence, please visit event’s official web site: www.bodw.com.hk.  From now until 31 August 2004, delegates and exhibitors can register at a special early bird reduced registration fee. 

For conference / exhibition / sponsorship enquiry, please call BODW hotline 852-2534-5000. 

About Hong Kong Design Centre

Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC) is a non-profit organization founded by the Hong Kong Federation of Design Associations Limited*, with support from the Hong Kong SAR Government and the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.  Aiming to help business excel through design, HKDC shoulders the mission to equip Hong Kong with a rich source of innovative products and services, and design talents across all disciplines, and to establish Hong Kong as the design hub of Asia. (www.hkdesigncentre.org) 

* Founding members include : The Chartered Society of Designers, Hong Kong (CSDHK), Hong Kong Designers Association (HKDA), Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association (HKFDA), and Interior Design Association Hong Kong (HKIDA) 

— End —

Released on behalf of Business of Design Week 2004: Lifestyle Asia (Hong Kong Design Centre) by Octagon Greater China Limited. 
For media enquiries, please contact:

Brenda Wong / Purry Chiu 
Octagon Greater China Limited 

Tel:  852-2534-5052 / 852-2534-5034

Fax:  852-2598-0280

Email:  brenda.wong@octagon.com / purry.chiu@octagon.com 
Or register at http://www.bodw.com.hk/media.php
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